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selves ; when we can work our best, how long
we can work continuously with full vigour ; and
then round these fixed points we should group
our sociability, our leisure, our amusement. If
we are altruistically inclined, we probably say
that it is a duty to see something of our fellow-
creatures, that we ought not to grow morose and
solitary ; there is an abundance of excuses that
can be made ; but the artist and the writer ought
to realise that their duty to the world is to perceive
what is beautiful and to express it as resolutely,
as attractively as they can ; if a writer can write a
good book, he can talk in its pages to a numerous
audience; and he is right to save up his best
thoughts for his readers, rather than to let them
flow away in diffuse conversation. Of course a
writer of fiction is bound to make the observation
of varieties of temperament a duty ; it is his mate-
rial ; if he becomes isolated and self-absorbed, his
work becomes narrow and mannerised; and it is
true, too, that, with most writers,the collision of mind
with mind is what produces the brightest sparks.
And then to step into a still wider field, there
is no sort of doubt that the formation of reason-
able habits, of method, of punctuality, is a duty,
not from an exalted point of view, but because